Ms. Motsenbocker
North High Science Department

Biology 1 Course Syllabus

Course Description:

This course includes the study of living organisms.  It develops an understanding of the structure, function, and ecological principles of the living world.  Laboratory work is emphasized with outside activities as an important part of biological science.  Other types of work include bell ringers/class participation, homework assignments, binder/notebook, group work, projects, presentations, tests, and quizzes.

Skills for Success in Biology:

Students:  The following tips will help you become a successful Biology student:

· Read the text
· Follow verbal and written instructions

· Participate in discussions (class discussions and small group conversations)

· Demonstrate your knowledge through the thoughtful completion of daily work, projects, quizzes, labs, tests, and your notebook

· Keep up!  Set aside time each day to work on assignments and to study.

Parents/Guardians:   Other parents have found the following strategies to be beneficial when promoting academic success in their students:

· Help your son or daughter set a schedule with a designated time to study Biology every day.  If there is no assignment due, the student may study his/her notes or read a section of the text book
· Monitor his/her studying

· Encourage your teenager to take notes, both during class and while studying
· Be a role model for life-long learning
Topics to be covered this year include:

· The scientific method

· Chemistry, as it relates to life-science

· Cell structure and function

· Photosynthesis and cellular respiration

· Cell growth and division

· Genetics

· Evolution

· Bacteria and viruses

· Plants 

North High’s Grade Scale:

90-100%
A

80-89%

B

70-79%

C

60-69%

D

Materials:

· 2” binder
· Loose leaf paper
· #2 pencil with eraser
· Text book everyday (also, a cover is recommended)
· Calculator
· Recommended: colored pencils
Biology Class Expectations
Respect:
Show respect for self and others.  Respect includes actions such as talking to other students and adults 

politely, following directions, and remaining silent when others are speaking.  Respect for yourself 
includes placing a high priority on learning and succeeding in Biology class.
Homework:
Homework is due at the beginning of class.  Late work will be docked points, and will not be accepted 
after the test covering the material.  You will not be allowed to go to your locker, during class, to get your 
homework or other supplies.  Come prepared!
Make-Up Work:
If you are absent, you have 2 days, for each day missed, to make up your work.  Missed labs must 
be made-up within one week.  Checking the assignment folder for the day you missed is Your 
responsibility. If you have questions, set up a time to meet with Ms. Motsenbocker during 5th period, or 
before/after school, not during class time.  Be sure to take make-up assignments out of the Biology folder, 
not the Health folder.  It is also your responsibility to set up a time, with Ms. Motsenbocker, to make up 
any quizzes, tests, or labs you have missed.
Electronics:
Electronic devices, including mp3 players and cell phones, are not allowed in class.  If your parents need 
to reach you in the case of emergency, they may call the North High office at 123-456-7890.  An office 
runner will bring a pass for you to leave class to go to the office.
Computer Lab:
Computers are a privilege. Playing games, changing screen savers, or going to non-relevant websites is 
not permitted.  Failure to follow the rules will result in loss of computer lab privileges, and you will be 
expected to complete your assignment the old-fashioned way--- with book and pencil.
Other:

All school policies, such as appropriate dress and language, are to be followed.
For Students:
I am available all of 5th period, and before and after school.  Please stop in if you are confused or have 
questions about anything.  I am here to help!
For Parents/Guardians:
Please contact me with any questions or concerns you have about your student and this class.  I make every 

effort to  respond to phone calls and e-mails within 24 hours.
Contact Information:
Lyndamots@yahoo.com
Science Department phone number: 123-456-7890 (leave a message if needed)
