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Iowa Evergreen Trees with Needles-- Identification

Observation:  Pick an evergreen tree, and draw a picture of one of its cones:

	
	Pine
	Spruce
	Fir

	Cones:
	Have thick, rigid cone scales


	Thinner scales than pine trees 


	

	
	Cones on ground are intact
	Cones on ground are 

intact


	Cone scales are deciduous (they fall to the ground in the autumn.  The center stem stays attached to the tree)



	
	
	Cones usually grow downward
	Fir cones grow erect on the tree

	Needles:
	Needles are arranged in clusters, with 2,3, or 5 needles in a cluster
	Needles are attached to the branch individually


	Needles are attached to the branch individually



	
	
	Spruce needles have 3 or 4 sides in cross section
	Fir needles are flattened


Use the table:  What type of tree is this?  How do you know?

