Colored Cards: Low-Pressure, Whole-Class Review Activity

Description:  Review questions and multiple choice answers are projected on the board.  Students have a bag with cards in four different colors.  Each color corresponds to a possible answer to a question.  Students hold up the colored card that correlates to the answer that they believe is correct.

Example of using the colored cards activity to review fungal phyla:
Possible Answers:

Zygomycota= pink
Ascomycota= yellow
Both= green
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Question 1:
Which contains both sexual and asexual life cycles?


Both
Question 2:
Yeasts are in which phylum?


Ascomycota
Question 3:
What grows on your bread when it has been sitting out too long?


Zygomycota
Reflections on the activity:

· Give students a set amount of time (about 10-20 seconds, depending on the difficulty of the questions) to think about the questions, and then, everyone holds up a card at the same time (otherwise: some students will wait to see what card their neighbors are holding)

· I must be sure to make a note of which questions the class struggles with the most.  These questions can be review at the end of class and/or during the next day’s class.

· Student feedback: some students really enjoyed this activity.  A few students were confused on which colors went with which answers. To alleviate this in the future: I will make a note of colors and answers on each slide.

· Optional: Call on students who have the correct answer and ask them how they knew that the answer was correct.

